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I believe there are a number of very good, logical and evidence based reasons why I am 

against this Bill. The following are a few of them: 

 Banning smacking could overwhelm police and social workers, who are already over 

stretched, with trivial reports so that real and serious cases of child abuse are 

missed.  

 This Bill would see loving parents criminalised. This should not happen. A smacking 

ban would turn thousands of parents into potential criminals overnight while doing 

little to stop bad parents abusing children, again taking valuable resources away 

from investigating and dealing with child abuse. Smacking is not child abuse. There 

is a clear difference between child abuse and loving parental discipline. The law 

already protects children from assault. It is completely misleading to describe a 

loving smack as assault. Most adults were smacked when they were children – polls 

routinely show over 80%. They do not think their parents were child abusers, and a 

ComRes poll last year found that 74% of Scottish adults were against criminalising 

smacking, while only 14% were in favour. The majority do not want this ban. 

 It should be the role of a parent to decide whether to smack their child, not the 

Government. The state should not use the criminal law to regulate parenting.  

 Supporters of the Bill say the law should be the same for children as it is for adults. 

But children are not adults. Parents do many things for their children that they would 

not do for an adult. Children still need to be taught right from wrong.  

 A ComRes poll last year found that 74% of Scottish adults were against criminalising 

smacking, while only 14% were in favour.  

 It’s bad for children, families and society when children are not properly disciplined, 

as demonstrated already in Sweden where a ban on smacking has already been 

proven to be ineffective and has been shown to have serious negative effect on 

children. For example in Sweden, Child-on-child violence in Sweden increased by 

1,791 percent between 1984 and 2010 after smacking was banned in 1979 

(Larzelere, R E, Swindle, T, Johnson, B R, ‘Swedish Trends in Assaults Against 

Minors Since Banning Spanking, 1981-2010’, International Journal of Criminology 

and Sociology, 2013(2), pages 129-137).  

 


